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SUBJECT : Iloxico Rejects Cuban ’.To to on Os'.Tald Case 


The TTexioan aind Cuban Goveraaents have clashed over the investiija' 
, coaiucted by Llexican police into the activities of Lee Harvey Csv-ald, 

I President Hennedy's suspected assassi-o, while Tie v;:^.s L>i Mexico froiu 
1 September 26 to October 3* IlexicoJi Foroijn Minister 'ianuel TELLO 
I announced on Hovember 23 that ^he ’[-exican .lnba.ssa.ior to Cuba, Gilberto 
J 3C'S0.iJM3, had been instructed to return as "unacceptable" the Cuban 
' Governnent's nerte of November 26 v/hich had protested the action of 

:'.e:cican police in questioning an employee of the Cuban Cc.nsulate in 
’Mexico City about Osv.'ald's reported application for a Cu’oan transit 
visa during 'nis visit, 

T’ne Mexican press had reported previously that Mexican authoritie 
Tfere investigating Cs-.Tald's activities in cooperation v/ith United Stat' 
aut’norities, including the F3I, 

In itsu«rte“, the lJnb3riU.Gov srn me nt had cViargad tTiat its Consulate' 
employee, '^uora Silvia DUIL'MI , , had been detained by police on ITov- 
embor 25 , helH. in prison unTLlT midnight, physic;illy mi.s treated, and 
subjected to insinuation;^ about alleged "intitrate relations'* with 
Oswald. The Cuban note 3aTLa"'tnat~thi:s "'illegal" investigation corres- 
ponded to the plan of reactionaries in the U.3. who v;ere using 
President Kennedy's assassination to promote a war policy on the basis 
of accusations against Cuba and the Soviet Union, Alleging that the 
Mexican police actions had disregarded the minimum guarantees ovi-ed to 
employees of a consular office, the Cubaii note concluded that tlie 
incident had damaged the friendly relations betv/een the t'.vo coiuitrie.s. 

In order to explain his decision to reject the Cuban note. 

Foreign Minister Tello issued the follo.ving sta****t*«Tt--on Hovember- 
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"Tr.s Mini-utry of Joreifjn Affairs is preyared to consider the complaint 
of the ?;evolutionary Governnient of Gaba solely in thosX^pocts which are 
perti-nent a:id as lon(j as it is phrased in accord.anca vdSc^iplomatic norius. 

"•Ihe terus of the note •.vhicli Chancellor s^t, Vc^j^r Ambassador 

in C’.ibi on boveinber 26 are uno-cceptable aiid, in ;icb^sa.dor 

Bosciues has received instructions to return it. 

" Incidon tally and for the information of yuulic opoTfi^on^ the Ministry 
points out that iiohora Duran is a Mexican national arJ. herc^otection — in 
the event that she should have needed it oi' should need it--^s ^^'laaranteed 
by Mexican lav;." 


"3y virtue of this same nationality, the fact that Sehora Duran is 
employed by the Cuban consulate neitiier co.ifers upon her diplomatic 
L'xminieies or privile^^-es , nor removes her from the jurisdiction of the 
competent Mexican authorities." 

Tne exchange was one'* of the most acrid on record betv;een the uv/o Govern- 
ments since Castro c?.me to power, and there h.as also been a sharp reaction 
among o'.ibiic ,;roups in Mexico, under tiie headlir.e "All beciors Applaud 
'Che Decision," the newspaper Ultimas :!ot loin3, for example, ajioted a number 
of soohesmen as strongly baching the ;..exican position and declaring ira'.ely 
that the "bosses of the firing sq^uad" had notning to teac'n Mexicans about 
individual guaraiitees. Ifevertneless , it is not oelieved tn.at eitner 
Gcf/ems-int v;ill consider it in its best interest at this time --barring, 
of course, farther developments of a si:iilar nature — to press this issue 
to a ocint where relations would be seriously dammed or a brea^c in, 
relatioiis would be considered likely. 


For the Ambassador: 


Robert V». Adams 
Counselor of Zmliassy 
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